RCIA Session 12: The Last 7 Commandments ─ Love Thy Neighbor
(November 21, 2006:  the Feast of the Presentation of Mary)

Opening Song:
“Where Charity and Love Prevail” (Missalette, #301:  verses 1-3)

Scripture:

Romans 13:8-10;  Galatians 5:13-14

“Owe no man anything, except to love one another. For he who loves his neighbour has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, "Thou shalt not commit adultery: Thou shalt not kill: Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness: Thou shalt not covet:" and any other commandment, is contained in this command: "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  The selfless love of our neighbour works no evil.  Selfless love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law.

“You, my brothers, were called to be free, but do not make freedom an occasion to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another in the spirit of selfless love.  For all the law is summarized in one command: "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”


Summary:  God has created us not only for communion with Himself, but for communion with __________.  The last seven Commandments remove the _________________ to unity between ourselves, and are a necessary preparation for our complete and ultimate Communion in __________________.


“You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in You.”  -St. Augustine
1.  This _____________ with God and with each other is meant to be the very heart of who we are, since we are made in the image and likeness of the God Who is Three Blessed Persons ______________ as One God.

2.  Since God is the utter _________________ of Love itself, this gives us the answer to everything we could ever want and need: since we are made in the image and likeness of Love Personified, nothing less than ___________, _____________, ____________________, ____________________ and ________________ love can ever fulfill us completely.

3.  This “design for love” tells us something else that’s essential about ourselves: we will never be satisfied with “______________”--or even with people whom we ___________ as things--since things cannot choose to ___________ us, nor can they freely choose to ______________________ love.

4.  So it’s a tragedy of the highest order when we treat another person as a “___________”; not only does it violate their God-given dignity as a ______________, but it prevents us from accepting the _____________ from them that only a person can give.
5.  It may help to keep this in mind: everything God does or says, and has ever done or said, and will ever do or say, is out of a pure and utterly uncontaminated ___________.  Peter Kreeft, a well-known Catholic author, writes the following in his book on the meaning of suffering:  “The ____________ of God is really the _____________ of God as experienced by a ____________.”  

6.  This is the symptom which points to our whole problem, and to why the law by itself cannot save us:  good and just laws are only a burden to us when we desire to ____________ them.
7.  God doesn’t want ________ of us; He wants ________ of us.  As Jesus said: “Love the Lord your God with ________ your heart, soul, mind and strength; and love your neighbour as yourself; the __________ law and the prophets depend on these two.”  The Law’s only purpose is to __________ us to God, anyway… and to ___________ us what makes us perfectly happy and fulfilled; it won’t give us that fulfillment, by itself.

The Fourth Commandment:  “Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord, your God, has commanded you, that you may have a long life and prosperity in the land which the Lord, your God, is giving you.” (Deuteronomy 5:16)
· Piety is the virtue by which we give God (and those through whom He works) the honor, respect, and obedience necessary for Him (and them) to work His Will in us.

· No earthly authority has any right to order us to violate our higher allegiance to God (by sinning, etc.)

· The honor due to parents includes obedience while we are dependent, and always includes respect and deference, though that deference often must take many forms in different circumstances.

· The 4th commandment obligates us to honor all rightful authority under whom God has placed us.

The Fifth Commandment:  “Thou Shalt Not Kill.”  (Deut 5:17)

· The Hebrew word used is “ratsach”, which really means “to kill unjustly” or “to murder.”

· Jesus made clear that this commandment forbids any unjust physical, emotional or spiritual violence of any kind to anyone--including ourselves.  (The “feeling” of anger isn’t sinful, so long as we don’t nurture it or act sinfully upon it; this commandment forbids the choice to direct violence at any person.)

· We are morally forbidden to choose to take the life of another; any action of ours, even if it causes the death of another, must never intend that death, but it must intend some good (e.g. self-defense, etc.).  Defense of self, others, country, etc., is allowed, but only with minimum force necessary to succeed.

The Sixth and Ninth Commandments:  “Thou shalt not commit adultery” (Deut 5:18) and “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife.” (Deut 5:21a)

· Love is a choice to sacrifice oneself for the best good of another person, and sexuality is “hardwired” into our God-given nature as God’s blueprint to love as He loves; lust is the decision to use another person as an object for one’s own pleasure, heedless of the damage done to them.  The sixth and ninth commandments forbid lustful actions and the lustful thoughts which fuel such actions.
· To be true, our love must mirror God’s love:  it must be free, total, faithful, and fruitful; if it is not, then lust has at least partially taken hold of us.
· Some of the most common (and serious) violations of these commandments are:  pornography, masturbation, contraception, abortion, homosexual acts, fornication (i.e. extramarital sex).
The Seventh and Tenth Commandments:  “Thou shalt not steal.”  (Deut 5:19)


and “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods.” (cf. Deut. 5:21)
· The violations of this commandment almost entail a laundry-list of what our society urges us to do:  in addition to the obvious types of stealing, such as burglary, embezzlement, etc., there are many “quieter” types of stealing that are all too common:  tax evasion; keeping extra change when the cashier makes a mistake with our purchase; copying music, videos, computer programs, etc., to which we don’t have the copyright; “slacking off” on the job so as to earn more money than we’ve earned by our honest work; or even copying and using pictures from the internet without proper permission (or against far use laws).
The Eighth Commandment:  Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.  (Deut 5:20)

· “Do not accept anything as truth which lacks love; and do not accept anything as love which lacks truth.  One without the other becomes a destructive lie.”  -St. Edith Stein
· Detraction is the sin by which  we reveal something that’s true about someone else, without good and sufficient reason (gossip is often the most common form of this sin).
· Calumny is the sin of telling deliberate falsehoods about someone else, usually in an attempt to damage their reputation
· Rash judgment is the sin by which we jump to an uncharitable conclusion--i.e. we assume the worst--about someone without sufficient proof.
Closing Prayer:
“You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in You.”  -St. Augustine
